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Exodus 15:22-17:7 

 

 
                      

 
 

Will We Listen… or Grumble and Fight? 
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Do you remember R2D2, the droid, or robot 

from the Star Wars movies? Who would have 
thought it possible when we were kids, that 
you and I would have an 
R2D2 in our pockets!  
These smart phones are 
useful tools for us to put to 
good use. Danger: the         

     (www. namu.moe)        very real problem is that  
    the R2D2 in our pocket,  
     purse, or hands is not just  
    a tool we are using,          
     it is training and using us.   (www. conecticu.commx)         

 
 

“Recent research suggests that the average person checks 
his or her smartphone more than one hundred times a 
day. We don’t like the word addicted, but we know we 
can’t live without our digital devices… While television 
invited corporate entities into our homes to hawk their 
products and promote their worldviews, the Internet 
ushers them into our very minds and hearts. They trawl 
our online activity, collecting data that they can then use 
not only to identify our desires but also to shape them 
in turn… The truth is that almost everything we do 
online… is constantly being sold to the highest bidders, 
who then feed the data into algorithms that create 
models for advertisers, which they use to target us in 
very specific ways.” 

Tricia McCrary Rhodes, PhD, The Wired Soul, 
2016, Nav. Press., pp 124-125 
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Exodus 15-17 Asks if the LORD is training His people, as they 
listen, or if they are trying to train Him to listen to them!? 

 
Exodus 15:22-27   A pattern… 

- The LORD leads, using human leaders. 
 

- The people grumble (they are lodged against…) 
 

- But God: God is using the “first plague” of thirst and 
undrinkable water, to test and train them. 

 
- The LORD faithfully provides. 

 
- Question: will you listen, or grumble, be lodged against 

each other and me?  Which will it be?  This is an either/or 
question and the very question and invitation of ch 15-18. 

 
- Consequences? If you listen you will have none of the 

afflictions of Egypt… like water you can’t drink… 
 
Exodus 16:1-21  The Pattern, take 2 

- The LORD faithfully takes them where they need to go. 
 
- They grumble (lodge against) 

o Wasn’t the past perfect! 
o Aren’t our leaders motives corrupt?!  

 
- The LORD faithfully keeps His promise and provides. 

 
- Question: who are you really grumbling or lodged against? 

 
- The Glory of the LORD who is testing them, training them. 

 
- They did not listen. 

o …one cannot grumble and listen at the same time 
o …one cannot heed the LORD and be lodged against   

    Him at the same time.  



4 
 

Exodus 17:1-7 The Pattern: Take 3 
- The LORD faithfully takes them where they need to go. 

 
- …and there is no water… which means 2 things 

o They are not listening… so they get the 1st plague 
o The LORD is training them so they will listen! 

 
- People quarrel, openly bring their charges and demands. 

 
- Question: Who are you really quarreling with? 

o Again, they attack Moses’ motives. 
o (Aside: Christian leaders are not guiltless and 

should not lead without accountability.) 
 

- Moses cries out: What do I do with these people?! 
 

- The LORD faithfully keeps His promise to provide. 
 
 
 
 
 
Why are they behaving this way? Like our smart phones 
are actually using and training us, we are trying to train 
the LORD. We lodge against each other and Him, we 
charge and demand, all to train the LORD to listen to and 
cooperate with our agendas, when we should be listening 
to, being trained by the LORD, for His agenda. 
 
 
 

Couldn’t the Old Testament people just learn their lesson? 
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The New Testament will tell us repeatedly what all this has to do 
with us. Matt 4:1-11 ; Luke 4:1-13; 1 Corinthians 10; 
Galatians 3:1-9; Hebrews 3-4;  and 1 Peter 1-2 all tell us what 
the lesson in Exodus 15-18 has to do with us. 
 
 And yet, our lesson is not simply a matter of “Listen and don’t 
grumble class!” Why?  
 

- Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness, teach us what the Old 
Testament people of God could not do. The people failed 
every time to trust and listen (yes, these passages quote and 
look back on Exodus 15-17!!!), and instead they grumbled 
and quarreled. Satan’s own attempts to train Jesus to listen 
to him, mirror Israel’s attempts to train God. What is Jesus’ 
final answer to Satan? 

 
God’s Old Testament people were impotent to learn this lesson 
apart from the coming of the One Who listens to the Father and 
never, never grumbles: Jesus Christ. (Matt and Luke 4) 
 

 
Is this really still a problem 

in the New Testament  
and in the church today? 

 
Jesus repeatedly addresses these issues with His own disciples! 
 

Matthew 5:21-24  21 "You have heard that it was said to those of 
old, 'You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to 
judgment.'  22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with 
his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother 
will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 'You fool!' will be 
liable to the hell of fire.  23 So if you are offering your gift at the 
altar and there remember that your brother has something 
against you,  24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First 
be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 
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John 13:12-19  12 When he had washed their feet and put on his 
outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, "Do you 
understand what I have done to you?  13 You call me Teacher 
and Lord, and you are right, for so I am.  14 If I then, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one another's feet.  15 For I have given you an example, that you 
also should do just as I have done to you.  16 Truly, truly, I say to 
you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger 
greater than the one who sent him.  17 If you know these things, 
blessed are you if you do them.  18 I am not speaking of all of 
you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be 
fulfilled, 'He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.'  19 
I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it does 
take place you may believe that I am he. 

 

The congregations of the New Testament are consistently found to 
be as broken as Israel in respect to grumbling and quarreling. 
Congregations lodge against one another, vilify, accuse, and 
demand in order to train God to their agenda. 
 

Ephesians 4:29 - 5:2  29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your 
mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the 
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.  30 And do 
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for 
the day of redemption.  31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger 
and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all 
malice… 

2 Timothy 2:23-26  3 Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant 
controversies; you know that they breed quarrels.  24 And the 
Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, 
able to teach, patiently enduring evil,  25 correcting his opponents 
with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance 
leading to a knowledge of the truth,  26 and they may escape 
from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his 
will. 
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2 Corinthians 12:19-21   19 Have you been thinking all along 
that we have been defending ourselves to you? It is in the sight 
of God that we have been speaking in Christ, and all for your 
upbuilding, beloved.  20 For I fear that perhaps when I come I 
may find you not as I wish, and that you may find me not as you 
wish- that perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy, anger, 
hostility, slander, gossip, conceit, and disorder.   

 

Romans 14:10-13  10 Why do you pass judgment on your 
brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will 
all stand before the judgment seat of God;  11 for it is written, "As 
I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every 
tongue shall confess to God."  12 So then each of us will give an 
account of himself to God.  13 Therefore let us not pass judgment 
on one another any longer, but rather decide never to put a 
stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. 

 
The problem that the LORD addresses in the communion service at 
Corinth is the way the congregation is split into various factions 
lodged against one another in differences, self-righteousness, and 
conflict they are unwilling to resolve. 
  

1 Corinthians 11:17-34    
17 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, 
because when you come together it is not for the better but for 
the worse.   
18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I 
hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part,  
19 for there must be factions among you in order that those who 
are genuine among you may be recognized.   
 

20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you 
eat.  21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. 
One goes hungry, another gets drunk.   

22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in?  
Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate 
those who have nothing?  
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What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will 
not.   

 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that 
the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread,  
24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is 
my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  25 In 
the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, "This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me."  26 For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he 
comes.   

 

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the 
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body 
and blood of the Lord.   

28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the 
bread and drink of the cup.  29 For anyone who eats and 
drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks 
judgment on himself.   

 

30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some 
have died.   

 

31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be 
judged.  32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are 
disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with 
the world.   

 

33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for 
one another-  34 if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home- so that 
when you come together it will not be for judgment. About the 
other things I will give directions when I come. 

 
The letter of James deals with conflict over and over…1 John is a 
letter to a church split… remember the women quarreling in 
Philippians 4?!   
 
Yes, this is a reality in every, absolutely every congregation and 
community, even those of believers, even in the New Testament, 
even in the church today.  This is a problem that cannot be 
politely nurtured or swept under the rug. 
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Therefore, we know that even in our congregation… 
 

- Some of us are lodged against one another 
 

- Some of us are speaking against each other instead of 
speaking to each other, to be reconciled 

 
- Some of us are vilifying each other’s motives 

 
- Some of us are in conflict openly, accusing each other and 

demanding our agenda 
 

- In these ways, we are not listening, trusting, submitting, 
cooperating 

 
- In these ways, we are trying to test or train God to our 

agenda 
 

In these ways, we are in denial of the Gospel among us and 
must heed the warning of Matthew 5 and 1 Corinthians 11. 
We must not come to worship the LORD when we are 
unwilling to be reconciled to another, no matter how 
sincere our worship. We must not celebrate the forgiveness 
that Jesus’ blood purchased us, in communion, while we 
are unwilling to be reconciled to one another, or unwilling 
to stop trying to train God to our agenda. 
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What shall we do? 
 
James 4:6-11 teaches us our first steps… 

But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "GOD IS 
OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO 
THE HUMBLE."   
 

7 Submit therefore together to God. Resist the devil and he 
will flee from you.  8 Draw near to God and He will draw 
near to you.  
 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, 
you double-minded.  9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; 
let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to 
gloom.  10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, 
and He will exalt you.   
 

11 Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who 
speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks 
against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the 
law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it. 

 
 
 
Our restoration as a congregation is the healing that comes 
with mutual confession and repentance. This is the humbling 
that the LORD will exalt. 
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How is this now possible?! 
 
1 Peter brings us full circle to the issues of grumbling and 
quarreling in Exodus, applied in the shared life, the congregation, 
of those born again by the Gospel of Jesus. For those born again by 
faith in Jesus, we are not trapped in grumbling and quarreling like 
our fathers were, but are fundamentally different by our new birth 
in Christ, and therefore we can love each other without hypocrisy, 
with Jesus help.       
 
1 Peter 1:22 - 2:3   
Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 
sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure 
heart,                                      

23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed 
but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of 
God;   

24 for "All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the 
flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower 
falls,  25 but the word of the Lord remains forever."  
And this word is the good news that was preached 
to you.  

2:1 So put away  
all malice and all deceit  
and hypocrisy and envy  
and all slander.   

2 Like newborn infants, long for  
the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up 
to salvation-  3 if indeed you have tasted that the 
Lord is good. 
 

 
 
 
The Command:  Love one another without hypocrisy,  

from the heart. 
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How!?!?    You are not merely the biology (seed) of  
your fathers and forefathers (Exodus), bound 
to their likeness and behavior by some 
evolutionary chain of determinism. 

 
How!?!  You have been born of a different seed,  

given a new capacity beyond biology, 
having been born again of the Word, the 
Gospel, by faith in Jesus. 

 
Therefore…  Now you can put away malice, deceit,  

hypocrisy, envy and slander: the tools we 
use to lodge ourselves against one another… 
accuse, demand, vilify… test and train God 
to our agenda. 

 
What shall we do instead of these things? 

The milk is what you need to grow, as new born babies of 
this new seed, the Gospel of Jesus. 
 
 
We are right back where we began, now given grace in 
Christ to listen to the WORD, trusting, cooperating, 
submitting… 

 
 
 
 

 


