
Why the Cross? 

God tells us in the story of the Exodus & the Gospel of Luke 

 

The Passover is Justice (Ex 11:4-5) 
The Final plague is not merely the show and tell of the 
LORD’s sovereign power, but it is an act of justice.  While we 
are very fond of saying “you should not judge others” and we 
are right to remind each other of this… this does not mean 
that the LORD our Maker should not be just and condemn 
all who reject good and choose evil. Slavery is evil. Unbelief is 
evil. Worship of gods that don’t exist is evil. Unwillingness to 
cooperate with the LORD is evil.  
 
 
The Passover is Mercy for the Repentant (Ex. 12:13) 
The Passover is God’s gracious provision, God’s merciful 
acquittal for all who will trust Him, confess that they are 
indeed in danger of God’s good judgment, and repent by 
taking refuge under the blood of the lamb.  



 
The Passover Patterns Israel’s Life (Ex. 12:14-41) 
The LORD’s people must literally calendar their days and 
year around this moment of justice & mercy, to remember lest 
they forget, reenacting the first Passover, every year, to begin 
their year. Year after year, the Passover festival would teach 
the children that the LORD is just and the LORD is 
merciful. 
 
 
The Passover Tells Us Who We Are (Ex. 12:42-51) 
By eating the Passover, an individual takes their place, by faith  
and glad Submission, trusting the gracious reign of the LORD  
over and through their lives.  In the Passover individuals take 
their place in the LORD’s community and place His people  
ahead of individualism. Foreigners and uncircumcised may not  
eat.  Only those who trust and submit to the gracious reign of  
the LORD, may eat. 
 

Now, read Luke 22:1-22; 23:26; 33-34a to find that… 
Jesus is the Passover Lamb, therefore… 

 
The Cross Frames The LORD’s Justice, in Jesus 
All of mankind stands before the justice of the God at the 
cross of Jesus, accountable for their evil. John 3:17-21; Rom 
3:19-20 
 
 
The Cross Frames Mercy for the Repentant Faith, in Jesus 
The cross is God’s gracious provision, God’s merciful 
acquittal for all who trust Him, confess that they are 
accountable for their evil before God’s justice, and repent, 
taking refuge under the blood of Jesus. Rom 3:21-26 

 
 

 



The Cross Frames Jesus’ Suffering as the Pattern of  
Christian Living 
This cross is so significant that our calendar began, and 
continues to revolve around this moment of justice & mercy, 
to remember lest we forget. Year after year, B.C. and A.D…. 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday… The cross continues to 
teach children and adults that the LORD is just and merciful. 
In addition, Jesus says that to follow Him, to believe in Him 
and be His church, is to follow His pattern of sacrifice, for 
the sake of the lost (Matt 16:24). 
 
 
The Cross Tells Us Who We Are… in Jesus 
The cross is for individuals who have given themselves to the  
community of Christ and place Jesus, and His people, ahead  
of their individualism. The cross means and provides nothing 
to those who want mercy without submitting to the gracious 
reign of the Crucified One over and through their lives. Who 
am I? My driver’s license, my profession, my desires and 
ambitions, my friends and enemies, my weight, my money, my 
winning and losing: none of these can tell me who I am.  For 
any and all who by faith trust in and submit to the gracious 
reign of the LORD over and through their lives: the cross tells 
us who we are… we are the guilty, who having received mercy 
at the hand of Almighty Justice, have given ourselves to Jesus, 
that He may be the pattern  
and identity of our lives. 
 
 
~ For continued reflection, Romans 3:9-20 lays out our problem  
in the face of God’s justice… and 3:21-26 explain the mercy God  
provides by “Passover” (see v25) for all who trust in Jesus. 

 

The following excerpt is the Feb. 7th devotion, taken from Paul 
David Tripp’s Daily Gospel Devotion “New Morning Mercies,” a 
Crossway Publication. 



Corporate worship is designed to humble you 
by pointing out the depth of your need 

and enthrall you by pointing to the glory of God’s provision. 
 

We all do it in our own way. We even do it in the middle of 
worship services. But it is a dangerous thing to do. It doesn’t lead 
us anywhere good. We don’t like it when other people do it, but 
we fail to recognize how much we do it ourselves. We all work to 
convince ourselves that we are better off than we are. We all want 
to believe that we are not that sinful after all. We compare 
ourselves to those who seem more sinful than us. We rewrite our 
history to make ourselves look better than we really are. We 
evaluate ourselves by looking into mirrors other than the mirror of 
the Word of God. We list our good deeds to ourselves. We argue 
to ourselves and to others that what looked like sin was not sin at 
all. It is all a function of the delusional self-righteousness of sin. It 
involves daily acts of self-atonement. It is us working to convince 
ourselves that we really don’t need the amazing grace of a faithful, 
loving Savior… We all tend to back away from the radical 
message that we all say we believe. It is a shocking denial of sin 
and a minimizing of the grace that is a sinner’s only hope. 

God knew this would be our tendency. He is fully aware of the 
self-righteousness… inside all of us. God knew that we would 
convince ourselves that we are okay when we’re not okay. So, he 
designed a means for us to be confronted again and again with the 
depth of our sin and the expansive glory of his provision in the 
person and work of the Lamb, the Savior, the Redeemer – the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He ordained that we gather again and again in 
services of corporate worship and be confronted with our true 
identity as both sinners and children of grace. You see, when you 
understand… God’s provision of grace, you aren’t afraid to admit 
to the depth of your sin, and… only when you have admitted the 
disaster of your sin that you are excited about the grace of Christ 
Jesus. Corporate worship really does confront us with the fact that 
we are worse off than we thought and that God’s grace is more 
amazing than we have imagined. We will continue to need that 
reminder until our sin is no more and we are with him and like him 
forever… (See Heb. 10:23-25) 


